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Message from the Outgoing President

I will admit that this final
opportunity to communicate with our
members as outgoing President of
NAABS has been daunting. Final
statements imply a particular level of
significance and my desire was to leave
the presidency of NAABS offering food
for thought on several aspects of the
current Belarusian studies climate.
Those of you familiar with the tone of
past messages know that throughout my
tenure I chose to stress collaboration,
mutual respect, and to celebrate the
excellence of our collective scholarship.
This year, I was struck by many
positives as well as several events that I
can only describe as having generated
some rather unsettling professional
shock. However, I will begin with our
long list of achievements.

1. NAABS is now officially an affiliate
member of the AAASS. This comes
after tireless efforts on the part of many,
especially Curt Woolhiser. This new
relationship will bring much to the
positioning of NAABS in the Slavic and
Eastern European Studies context.

2. Our members have been extremely
active in conference circles this past
year. We continue to bring Belarus into
academic discourse. I have heard or
participated in panels at the ASN
(Association for the Study of
Nationalities), CAS (Canadian
Association of Slavists), and the
AAASS, as well as other venues for
exchange. My hope is that we
increasingly see our scholarship in

academic journals, in the publications of
organizations focused on Slavic Studies,
but also in other tangent disciplines.

3. Our members have been involved in
some key initiatives. [ am very excited
about the collaboration that inaugurated
the Summer Belarusian-language
Institute that first took place in
Bielastoccyna in 2009. This five-week
experience not only placed students in
immersion situations, but allowed for
the cooperation of scholars on both sides
of the Atlantic. Organized by Curt
Woolhiser with the support of the Center
for Belarusian Studies, this program was
very successful for presenters and for
students. Applications are now being
accepted for this year’s program (see

www.belarusiancenter.org and page 21).

4. We continue to expand collaborations
with key players in higher education in
Belarus and neighboring countries. Most
recently, the Center for Belarusian
Studies held a symposium on Higher
Education and Civil Society in Belarus.
Those that came to the table walked
away with some significant agreement
on concrete strategies that were
presented to the U.S. State Department,
the EU delegation in Washington, as
well as other organizations who have the
potential to contribute to the conditions
for higher education for Belarusians. We
did much to support the idea that
societal reform is intrinsically tied to a
population’s ability to think critically.

(continued on page 2)
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Message from the Outgoing President (continued from page 1)

As usual, individual achievements are included in the
Member Activities portion of the issue.

The reference to “professional shock™ comes with
the realization that perceptions of an academic
community can differ quite fundamentally. Having
encountered many positions over my career, |
pondered my observations and considered these
through the anthropological lens of my own
discipline. All of this in order to better understand the
obvious disconnects implied. My intention is not to
identify the sources of these attitudes, but to address
what these communicate about Belarusian studies in
general.

The first example relates to the idea that
Belarusian studies are the purview of certain
academics according to how they are geographically
located. That is, that only those situated in Belarus
proper have a right to comment on Belarus and, by
extension, define the field of Belarusian Studies as a
whole. This is clearly implied in claims that
Belarusian Studies are new to the North American
environment. This came as a big surprise, not only on
a personal level, but because of the long history of
Belarusian Studies in North America. [ am sure the
University of Michigan would be surprised by this
claim, since I began my own graduate studies in
Belarusian culture there in 1987. More importantly, I
wonder how the generations of scholars who have
contributed to discourse about Belarus would respond
to this announcement. The Belarusian Institute of
Arts and Sciences in the United States, and its
counterpart in Canada have been active for decades.
In addition, we have significant scholars from several
generations producing discourse and calling attention
to Belarus in a climate that was not always prepared
to acknowledge Belarus’ importance. In fact, it is
because of the efforts of so many that new members
of the academic community, including our very
welcome colleagues from Europe and Belarus
specifically, have the opportunity to share their
scholarship so easily in a North American
environment. It remains unclear to me why the work

of so many should be ignored or rendered inauthentic
by such a statement. Rather than reinventing a very
healthy and dynamic wheel, I would suggest that
such assumptions be replaced by a respect for what
our predecessors have managed to accomplish. We
build our knowledge, as the ancient story explains, on
the backs of those who came before us. To ignore that
foundation is to totter precariously and, in what is a
global academic environment, such a position is
myopic and weak.

An extension of the dismissal of an academic
community is probably rooted in the devaluing of the
Belarusian Diaspora by Soviet and later current
Belarusian administrations. The second example is
probably related to this. Whether or not this is the
case, there exist certain standards of good scholarship
that are fundamental to the Academy. Indeed, some
of these are so elementary that their absence reflects
on the lack of quality in certain discourse. This
suggests an absence of depth or perhaps a lack of
knowledge about the breadth of positions that define
all study. Recently, one scholar actually stated that
his disagreement with certain positions in Belarusian
socio-political studies allowed him to simply ignore
that discourse. This was, according to the comment,
because such scholarship was somehow “self-
righteous.” Perhaps the definition of this term has
changed, but I would think that the decision to ignore
such a large body of work is self-righteous in itself.
Indeed, one of the primary requirements of any
legitimate research is to acknowledge the subjectivity
of one’s position and to address relevant literature.
Without this, a doctoral student would not even
graduate. It seems that not all scholars are equally
enlightened. We must be sensitive to the wealth of
academic positions and acknowledge in a mature and
respectful manner all intellectual processes. May I
offer that we embrace the global perspective of
Belarusian studies and the right of positions from
diverse academic and geographic environments. |
hope that as an academic community we can model
the best of academic practice.

(continued on page 5)
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Coba. nam. Bepa PbIY
(24.04.1936 — 20.12.2009)

20 cpHEXHs Ha 74M roJ13€ KbILbLIS apliluIa ¥
BeyHaChIlb Bepa Prry, masTka, nepakiaausina i
KYPHAIIICTKa, sfiKas cTaja ambacagapam Oenapyckait
KYJIBTYPBI ¥ aHIJIaMOYHBIM ChbBelie. Bepa Peru —
aco0a, y alHOCIHAX /1a SIKOW CIay4bLIiCs IMAT SIKis
Oenpl 1 pajmacklll Oenapyckai KyJIbTypbl, TOH
KYJIBTYPBI, IITO ¥ CTaHEe MPHIISITBAIlb CAMBIST
37I0JIbHBIS TBOPYBIS CUIBI 1 aIHaYacHas SAPIIeLb
a0bIsSIKaBaChllb CBAHTO HAPOMY 1 Mepachiiea 300Ky
a(inpIMHBIX yiIagay cEHEIIHIN He3aaeKHal
Benapyci.

OoitT Dmi3zabsT Py Hapaa3inacs i BeIpacia y
JI€nnane, y kataminkaii maboxHai csam’i. barpka
OBIY MPBIBATHBIM JITIKTHIBAM, MaTKa — XaTHSIH
racmabIHsIM, sKasl micaia apThIKYIBI IS )KaHOUBIX
yacaricay, 1 sikas pbhlaxBoIIijia Ja4Ky Ja
mitaparypsl. [laggac Ipyroii cycbBeTHail BaitHbI
Oarpka OBIY y BOMCKY, MaTKa — y HallbITHAJIbHAN
nakapHaii cimyx0e, a A39yUbIHKA Kbl ¥ A3yl 3
6a0ymsii. AgHoiubl ¥ 1953-M roaze HaByUY HKI
KaTaJiIKara Jmdk0 MPBIAILI Ha IKCKYPCito ¥
Oenapyckyro karwtiny ¥ JIEanane, n3e Bepa (ratae
iMs sIHa cTaJa YKbIBAIh ca CTYAPHIIKIX 4acoy)
nazHaéminacs 3b OemapycKiM ChbBATApOM (TTa3bHEH-
6ickynam) YacnaBam CinoBiyam, p3KTapam
Oenapyckait KaTaiilkai Micii YcXomHsra abpany.
Bepa Po1u Takcama naznaéminacs 36 Oenapyckimi
ceBaTapami a.a. A. Hagcanawm, JI. I"apomikam gs
1H11I., mapadisiHaMi, 1 3aikaBinacs Oenapyckaii
MOBa, Oenmapyckait Kyiasrypail. ¥ Oxcdapaskim
YHIB3pCHITAIIE Bepa BbIBydasa aHTeIbCKYIO
JiTaparypy, y JiKy BbIKJIaA4bIKay ObIY CIIaByThI
Jlxon Tonkin. Bepa naj ynisiBam
KaJIeriyKpaiHIa 3axarijacs TakcaMa yKpaiHCKai
MoBaii 1 nepaxiiana Bepu [llayusHki ma-aHreabeKy.
Bepa He nepapepiBana CyBs3say 3b Oenapycami 1 Ha
napany a. Y. CinoBiva mauana rnepakiaianb
Oenapyckyro nadsiro. Y 1957-m roaze amyoiikaBana
¥ razaue “banpkaymusiHa’, IKyr0 p3garaBay Tabl
Craniciay CTaHKeBIY, CBOW MEPIIBI TEPAKIIAL 3b
Oenapyckait — “Ha uyxoine” Suki Kynansr, a ¥
HACTYTHBIM TOf[3€ aIyOJIikaBajia CBOM BEPII
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na-aHrenbeky “Ha yronki Ciynkara maycranpHs .
Tak maganacs 6ombi sik 50-rajoBas mpara y rajiine
nepakiagay oemapyckai massii. Bepa takcama
micaJia cBae aHTeNIbCKisl BEPILBI, IITO BBIAILII ¥
HEKaJIbKiX 300pHIKaX, 1 mepakiaaaia 3
cTapaHapBiCKail 1 yKkpaiHCKaii, a Takcama 3
PYMBIHCKa#, paceiickaii, rimaHcKai 1 MoIbCKau.

[ikaBa, mITO MaT4ac aKPHILIbIS TOMHIKA
[ayurnaky ¥ Kanrpace 31IA Ha 11okasi siro ObLTi
BBIOITHIS pajiKi MEHABITa ¥ MepaKiaa3e Manaaon
Mad’TKi, XOIIb ThIs caMbls TBOpHI Kab3apa
nepakiIagan i OOJbIl JachBETYaHBIS aMIPBIKAHCKIS
nepakiaaaubiki. Kami nis abrpyHTaBaHbHS
“aMPPBIKAHCKACKIT” TIepakIaaubIbl ¥ JIEHnaH
na3BaHUI MpajIcTayHIKI aAMIHICTpaIlbll MPI3BIIIHTA
AitzsHrayspa, Bepa Ha3zBana n€HAAHCKI IIMTITATb,
n3e ObLTa HapoKaHas, 1 aka3anacsl, TO TITHI
mIitanb Oy pyHIaBaHbI aMIPhIKAHIIAMI IS
AKCIaTpeIsITay y bpeiTanii, 1 T1UbIycs aM3phIKaHCKIM
aHKJISIBaM (YacTKail TApHITOphli AMApHEIKi). Tamy
IITKIM Kyp’€3HbIM YblHaM Bepa Obuta Takcama
KPBIXY aMApbIKaHKak !

Bepa crana mpamasais y rajgine )ypHaJiCThIKI,
panapTaxkay nmpa HaByKOBae JKbILIBLE ¥ KpaiHax
Dyporbl 1 Takcama 3a ‘“Kajie3Hai 3aciioHai”,
npykasanacs ¥ yacamicax Nature, Lancet, Index on
Censorship, Tablet, Soviet Jewish Affairs,
MadTHIYHBIM aMApbIKaHCKIM "acamice The Muse 1bI
IHIIBIX. YBech yac Bepa Opana ya3en y KbIbIli
Oenapyckail karaminkaii napadii ¥ JIEnnane,
iMripa3ax 3rypraBanbHs bemapycay y Bsutikait
Bpritanii, Beixaase yacamicy Journal of Byelorussian
Studies, n3efinaceii Aarnabenapyckara TaBapbeicTBa
1 bemapyckait bionisaraki ims @. CkapbIHbI ¥
JIénnane. I1a 3amoBe FOHOCKA Bepa Peru
naJipbIXTaBaia KHITY aHIJIaMOYHBIX Tlepakianay 3b
Oemapyckait mad3ii “Ak Bana, sik arons” (1971). Y
KHi3e Obuta cabpanas nas3is an [laymoka barpeima
Jla CaBeIIKiX Jacoy, 1 se Beixaa 3 “Tlaronsii” Ha
BOKJIAJIIBI 1 magOopkait TakcTay, 300biara
CBa0OJIHBIX aJl CaBelKal 11sU1€T11, BRIKITIKAY
IpaTAICTHI CaBelKiX yaanay. YacTka TeIpaxy
BBIWIIUIA ¥ HAYTpajdbHAl BOKJIAIIEI (XOIIb 1 3b
OeTubIpBOHA0EITIBIM KOJIEPHBIM MaThIBaM), ajie KHira

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

TakK 1 He Jaiflluia ¥ caBelKisl 4achl J1a MIbIpoKara KoJia
KapeicTanbpHiKay y benapyci. [ToTeiM HekaTOpbIs
PBICHI TATAM TICTOPBII MAYTApBUTICS Pl BBIXaA3€ HA
3amoBy FOHOCKA kamnakTapICKy nepakiianay
Oemapyckai madsii ¥ 2005-m rozse.

KosxHbI, XTO ubITay NMadTHIYHBIA NTepakiagsl Bepsl
Pb1u HS MOXa HE aJ3HAybIIb JaCKaHAJIACHIIb €
nepaKiiagay sk y JaKJIaTHbIM [epaiaBaHbHI
3bMECTY, IITaK 1 (HOPMBI, PHITMY 1 pbihMay
Oenapyckix apeiriHanay. Cspon nepuibix sie
nepakiagay osuti “Pamanc” (“Sopka Besnnpa”) i1
“3imoii” M. BarmanoBiya, sikora siHa JIidbliia CBaiM
yIo0EHBIM TTadTaM, Bepibl SHK1 Kymansl, yperyki 3
“Ceimonamy3biki” Sky0a Komaca. ¥V 1971-Mm romze
ObIY amyOITiKaBaHBI sie CYMECHBI 3 ApHaJibJiaM
Maxkwmininam nepakinaj madmel “Tapac Ha [TapHace”.
VY 1982-Mm rogze Anurnabenapyckae TaBapbicTBa
BbIJIaJIa A3bBYXMOYHYIO aHTAJETiI0 Mad3ii Anecs
I'apyna, Makcima barnanosiva i 3pmiTpaka bsyaymi ¥
nepakiagax Bepsr Peru. [1asTka 1 mepakiamausina
TakcaMma J100pa Bealia Cy4yacHyIo Oel1apycKyo
Jitaparypy, 1 ¥ 1984-Mm roase Bhiiiluia sie KHira
“BoisBa radpas ¥ 6enapyckaii ntaparypbl
nackJsICTalliHCKara mpsleny’”. SlHa micana
IIMATJIIKis PA1PH311 HAa TBOPHI, 3bBA3AHBIA 3b
Oenapyckail TiCTOpBISH 1 KyJabTypaid, y
pa3HACTaHBIA aHITIAMOYHBIS BbIJIaHbHI. | yBech
raTHI Yac, 6o sk 50 ron, Bepa nepakmanana
OeJapyCKyro mad3iro 1 maacoOHBIS TIpa3aldHbIst
TBODBI.

Bepa Poru Opana akTeIyHBI y13€71 Y TaATPHIMIIBI
JBICBIIDHTAY, aHTHIKAMYHICTBIYHBIX 1 QHTBICABEIKIX
pyxay y KpaiHax YCXOmHsi DYpOIibl, aChbBATIISIIA
CTaH “TaHsBOJICHAra po3yMy’ 1 majiayieHbHe
akaJPMivHai cBabObI ¥ KpaiHaX 3 KAMyHICTBIYHBIMI
paxbiMami. Kasst 20 ron Bepa Poiu Opina
KapaCMaHJI9HTaM BbIOiTHAra HaByKoBara i
namyispHara TeinaéBika Nature ma CCCP 1
Vexonusit Dypore. Y gachl naycTaHbHs
“Canigapuacsili” ¥ [TonbIrdel 1 maHaBaHbHS
paxpiMy Yaymmacky ¥ Pymbinii Bepa Peru micana
CBae KapACIaHAdHIIbIl HemacpayIHa 3b Mecla
najaz3esy, Tparisoubl ¥ mpaOleMHbIs ChITYalbll 3
yhajaMi ThIX KpaiHay. Bepa Takcama akThIyHa
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HAChBATIISJIA CTaH CBA0OIbI CIIOBA ¥ KAMYHICTBIYHBIX
1 MOCTKaMyHICTBIYHBIX Kpasix, CylpanoyHivyana 3
yacarmicam Index on Censorship, a3¢ BbeIxomn3ini sie
NepaKIIaJIbl 36 OeMapycKaii maj3ii i mposel. SHa
Opasa akTBIYHBI YJ13€1 Y aKLbIIX Y abapoHy
Oenmapyckara aeicbidHTa Mixacs Kykabaki i
VKpalHCKiX JIBICBIIPHTAY, TAATPHIMOYBAJIa PYXY 3a
cBaboHbI BeIe3] caBelkix radpasy 3 CCCP. Annoi
3b nepiubix Bepa naznaémina anramoyHara ubiTaya
3 HOBamaycraiail HezanexHail PacmyOmikait
benapycs, sie mitaparypai, KyJabTypai, TiCTOPBISH.
[MTacens npeixony Jlykammnki ga ynaast Bepa
achBATIISAJIA MarapidHbHE CTaHy MPaBOy acoOsI 1
akazpMivHai ceaboxasl ¥ benmapyci.

Bepa Peru Op11a Takcama TajeHaBITaM 1
JlacKaHaJlal MMa3TKal Ha CBa€d pOJHAl, aHIeJIbCKaK,
MoOBe. AKpaMs IMa3THIYHBIX 300pHiKay Bepa Takcama
BBIIABaJIa MadTEIYHEI Yacamic Manifold, ski
BBIX0/31Y Y 1962-1969-M 1. 1 OBIY agHOYIICHBI €10 ¥
1998m roxze. BenizapHsl TUI€H MasThIYHAN TPAIlbI
Bepb! Peiu Mo)kHA 3HAKCHIII HA SI€ CTAPOHIIBI
ceriynara nasteryHara napraiy Allpoetry.com 3
COTHsIMI ThICSIY HaBenBasibHIKaY. Y 2011-m romze
Maella BBIMCHI BsUTiKi 300pHIK sie yiacHaii mas3ii.

Haxxans, sik ciymiHa Hamicay cemiyHsl Belarus
Digest, “cpmepits Bepsl Poru — Bsimikast ctpara Juist
benapyci, xo1p 6omnbIacellb Oemapycay Haypasn i
naBenaenua npa rata. s vac 6pu10 bockim qapam
TO€, ITO MaeM TaKiX 3aMeXHBIX csi0poy, sik Bepa
Peru”. Bepa Poru agplitnia, Henpbi3HaHas 1 He
ViaHaBaHasi Oeapyckai a3spraBaii 1 300bIara
OemapyckiM rpaMaa3TBaM. YKpaiHa MiX ThIM
nryoapa aga3sybiia Bepor Poiy 3a sie anganacbupb
yKpaiHCKal 1mas3ii i KyJIbTyphbl, y3Harapoa3iia se
opasHaM Kusrini Bonbri, npamisii [Bana ®@panka s
HIIBIMI 3HAaKaMi YBari i mamaHsl.

Bepa Obuta ckiiaanbIM 1 HeapAbIHAPHBIM
qajaBeKaMm, aje IIYbIpast ajlaHachlb sie Oenapyckait
KYJBTYpPbI MOTYLIb OBILb IPBIKJIaIaM 1 aJJHAYaCcHA
JaKopam ISl O0NbIIachIli OemapycKixX Jron3ei.
Xoualilia Bephlllb, IITO carpayHae Npbl3HAHbHE 1
YA3g4Hachllb BepblHaii Ipalbl s1143 Hanepanse, y
canpayaHa Genapyckail A3spkase, IITO Oynze
npayn3iBeIM 10oMaM /s OenapycKail KyJabTyphl.

BiTans 3AMKA
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Candidate Profiles: NAABS Officers, 2010-2014

President

David R. Marples received his education at the
universities of London (BA Honours in History,
1975), Alberta (MA in History, 1980), and Sheftield
(PhD in Economic and Social History, 1985). He
joined the Department of History, University of
Alberta as a tenure-track associate professor in 1991
and was promoted to full professor in 1995. In 2006
he received the title of Distinguished University
Professor.

Dr. Marples is the author of thirteen single-
authored books on topics ranging from the Chernobyl
disaster of 1986 and its consequences, modern
histories of Ukraine and Belarus, and on topics from
the Russian Revolution to the collapse of the Soviet
Union. He has published over 200 articles in peer-
reviewed journals, and spoken at universities,
institutes, and other venues in Russia, Ukraine,
Belarus, Lithuania, Germany, France, Austria, the
United Kingdom, the United States, Australia, and
throughout Canada. He has also edited two books on
nuclear power and security in the former Soviet
Union and on contemporary Belarus.

He serves as a regular advisor on Ukraine and
Belarus to the US Department of State, the
Department of Foreign Affairs and International
Trade Canada, and the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, United Kingdom.

In terms of academic awards at the University of
Alberta, Dr. Marples received the Faculty of Arts
Prize for Excellence in Research (Full Professors)
(1999), the J. Kordin Kaplan Award for Excellence in
Research (2003, the university’s main research prize),
a Killam Annual Professorship (2005), the Faculty of
Arts Award for Undergraduate Teaching (2007), and
the University Cup, the highest award bestowed by
the university (2008).

Vice President

Thomas E. Bird is Coordinator of the Russian
Studies Program at Queens College, City University

of New York. A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Syracuse
University's Maxwell School, he did his Master's
studies at Middlebury College, and completed his
doctoral studies at Princeton University. He has
pursued post-graduate studies at Warsaw University
and received an honorary doctorate from the
Ukrainian Free University in Munich.

Prof. Bird is a regular contributor to and editor
(1983-present) of Zapisy/Annals, the annual
published by the Belarusan Institute of Arts and
Sciences; and a founding member and Vice-President
of the International Association of Belarusan Studies
(Minsk).

He contributed the entry on "Belarusan Literature"
to the Encyclopedia of World Literature in the 20th
Century (1981, 1999) and is a contributor to
Belaruskija pis'menniki. He has published articles
and reviews on Belarusan topics in Belarus (New
York), Niva (Bialystok), Skarynich (Minsk),
Albaruthenica (Minsk), Der christliche Osten
(Wuerzburg), and in the volume Janka Kupala i
'Nasha Niva.' His current research interest is the
newspaper, Nasha Niva.

(continued on page 6)

Message from the Outgoing
President

(continued from page 2)

On behalf of our membership, I would like to
welcome our new Executive Officers to the helm of
our organization. I would like to thank Curt
Woolhiser for his indispensible management of
NAABS business affairs and Kern Lunde, our
outgoing editor of Naviny, for his patience and
excellent work. I would also like to congratulate Dr.
David Marples, who has graciously accepted to be
our new President. I look forward to the continued
growth and health of our organization under what is
sure to be a dynamic and deeply productive
presidency.

Dr. M. Paula Survilla
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Candidate Profiles: NAABS Officers, 2010-2014

(continued from page 5)

Secretary-Treasurer

Curt Woolhiser is Preceptor in Slavic Languages
and Literatures in the Department of Slavic
Languages at Literatures at Harvard University. In
addition to intermediate and advanced-level Russian,
he teaches a variety of content-based Russian
language courses for advanced-level students
specializing in the social sciences, including courses
on the language of the Russian media, contemporary
Russian politics and society, and ethnicity,
nationalism and nation-building in the post-Soviet
region. In 2005, he organized an international
symposium at Harvard on “The Arts, National
Identity and Politics in Belarus,” held in conjunction
with performances by the Viciebsk-based Jakub
Kolas Academic Theatre funded by a grant from the
Trust for Mutual Understanding. The summer of
2009 he served as resident director and beginning-
level Belarusian language instructor for the first
International Summer School of Belarusian Studies
in Hajnoéwka, Poland, co-sponsored by the Center for
Belarusian Studies at Southwestern College and the
Belarusian Historical Society.

Dr. Woolhiser received his Ph.D. in Slavic
linguistics from Indiana University in 1995, and
taught previously at the University of South Carolina
and the University of Texas at Austin. Most of his
published research deals with socio-cultural aspects
of language contact and linguistic variation in
Belarus and the regions along its borders with
Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia and Russia.
Recent publications on Belarusian topics include:
“Social and Structural Factors in the Emergence of
Mixed Belarusian-Russian Varieties in Rural Western
Belarus”, In G. Hentschel, O. Taranenko, C.
Woolhiser, S. Zaprudski (eds.), Trasjanka and
Surzhyk: Products of Belarusian-Russian and
Ukrainian-Russian language contact. Peter Lang
(forthcoming), “Communities of Practice and
Linguistic Divergence: Belarusophone Students as
Agents of Linguistic Change” Harvard Ukrainian
Studies (special issue on comparative Ukrainian-

Belarusian philology and linguistics)
(forthcoming),“Convergent and Divergent Innovation
in the Belarusian Dialects of the Biatystok and
Hrodna Regions: A Sociolinguistic Border Impact
Study,” in Michael Flier (ed.), American
Contributions to the XIV International Congress of
Slavists. Bloomington, IN: Slavica, 2008, “Political
Borders and Dialect Convergence/Divergence in
Europe.” In Peter Auer, Frans Hinskens and Paul
Kerswill (eds.), Dialect Change: Convergence and
Divergence in European Languages. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2005, “Discours sur la
langue, idéologie et 'édification linguistique' dans la
RSS de Biélorussie, 1920-1939.” Cahiers de ’Institut
de Linguistique et des Sciences du Langage
(University of Lausanne, Switzerland), 14, 2003,
“Constructing National Identities in the Polish-
Belarusian Borderlands,” Ab Imperio (Kazan',
Russia) 3, 2003, and “Language Ideology and
Language Conflict in Post-Soviet Belarus,” In
Camille O'Reilly (ed.), Language, Ethnicity and the
State, vol. II. New York: Palgrave, 2001.

Dr. Woolhiser is a member of the International
Association of Belarusianists (MAB) Executive
Committee, is a member of AATSEEL, AAASS, and
the Association for the Study of Nationalities (ASN),
and is contributing editor for the "Belarusica" column
in the AATSEEL Newsletter. He served as President
of NAABS from 2001-2004 and as Secretary-
Treasurer from 2005-2009.

Newsletter Editor

Justin Rawley received her M.S. and Ph.D. in
Neuroscience from Wake Forest University.
Additionally, she received her B.M. in Music
Performance from Salem College and her M.M. in
Music Performance from Eastman School of Music.
She has been responsible for numerous web design
projects and was the newsletter editor for a local
Army Reserve Ground Ambulance Company in
Winston-Salem. She was a participant in last
summer’s International School of Belarusian Studies
and 1s currently studying in Minsk.

(continued on page 7)
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Candidate Profiles: NAABS Officers, 2010-2014

(continued from page 6)
Executive Council Seats

Andriy Danylenko, PhD, Assistant Professor of
Russian and Slavic Linguistics in the Department of
Modern Languages and Cultures, Pace University
(New York), Research Associate at the Harvard
Ukrainian Research Institute. Scholarly interests are
focused on East Slavic, especially Ukrainian in its
interconnections with Belarusian, Polish and other
languages and communal dialects (Lithuanian Tatar)
of the former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Authored several books and numerous articles on
historical linguistics, socio-linguistics, and linguistic
typology, published in Europe, North America, and
Japan. Mr. Danylenko serves on the editorial board of
several scholarly publications in Ukraine and
Norway. He is a member of several international
professional organizations and a full member of the
Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in the US.

Alicja Boruta-Sadkowski is an instructor in the
Department of Modern Languages at the University
of Northern Iowa, where she teaches Russian and
occasionally Polish.

Dr. Boruta-Sadkowski received her Ph.D. in Slavic
linguistics from the University of Michigan in 1997.
Her dissertation was entitled: "The Development of
Twentieth Century Standard Belarusian: Russian and
Polish Influences on the Belarusian Language
Variants of Vilnia, Miensk, and Horadnia,
1918-1939." She is a member of AATSEEL, AAASS,
ACTR, and MAB. Her articles on the development of
the Belarusian language in the early twentieth century
have appeared in: The Belarusian Enlightenment:
Achievements of a Millennium. Proceedings from the
International Congress (Minsk 20-21 Oct. 1998),
Proceedings from the International Congress (Minsk
17-19 May 2000), Book I; and Belarus and the World
Community: Interaction and Mutual Enrichment of
Cultures as a Manifestation of the Culture and Peace
(Minsk, forthcoming, 2001). She is currently working
on two other articles on the Belarusian language.

Jan Zaprudnik is a member of the Board of
Directors of the Belarusan Institute of Arts and
Sciences (BINiM) in New York. Dr. Zaprudnik spent
37 years with Radio Liberty as a commentator on
Soviet and international politics. A graduate of the
Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium (Licencie
en sciences historiques, cum laude, 1954), he
received his Ph.D. in history from New York
University (1969). He taught Russian and Soviet
history at Queens College of the City University of
New York (1970-1975). He is the author of Belarus:
At a Crossroads in History (1993) and the Historical
Dictionary of Belarus (1998). Among the
publications to which he contributed chapters or
articles on Belarus are Handbook of Major Soviet
Nationalities, Nationalism in the USSR and Eastern
Europe, Encyclopedia of World Literature in the 20th
Century, Belarusian Review, Zapisy.: Annals of the
Belarusan Institute of Arts and Sciences, Problems of
Communism and Nations and Politics in the Soviet
Successor States.

Vitaut Kipel is the Director of the Belarusan
Institute of Arts and Sciences (Belaruski instytut
navuki i mastactva, BINiM) in New York and is a
member of the editorial board of the Institute's
journal, Annals/Zapisy. Dr. Kipel received his
education at the Catholic University of Louvain,
Belgium, and worked in the Baltic and Slavic
Division of the New York Public Library until his
retirement in 1985. He has published numerous
articles on Belarusian history and culture, and is
author of Belarusans in the United States (New York,
1999) and editor (with Z. Kipel) of the volume
Byelorussian Statehood: Reader and Bibliography
(New York, 1988).

Ethan Burger (Georgetown University) recently
concluded an agreement with the University of
Wollongong, and will be in Australia for three years
starting in July 2010. He will be on the Law Faculty
and attached to its Centre for Transnational Crime
Prevention.

(continued on page 8)
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Candidate Profiles: NAABS Officers, 2010-2014

(continued from page 7)

Executive Council Seats (cont’d)

Dr. Zina J. Gimpelevich is a Full Professor of
Russian in the Department of Germanic and Slavic
Studies, University of Waterloo, Canada. Born in
Belarus, she came to Canada with an equivalent of an
MA in Russian Philology. Dr. Gimpelevich received
her PhD in Slavic Studies from the University of
Ottawa. Zina Gimpelevich worked for the
Department of External Affairs and the University of
Ottawa as an instructor of Russian language and
culture (1980-1990). She was one of the three
founding members of the Canadian Relief Fund for
the Children of Chernobyl in Belaru$ (together with
its first President, Mme. Joanna Survilla (President of
the Belarusian Government in Exile) and Mrs.
Paulina Smith-Paskievi¢. Dr. Gimpelevich is the
President of Canadian Institute of Arts and Sciences
(BINiM, Canada 2002-). She is also the President of
the Canadian Association of Slavists (CAS, 2008-10).

Dr. Gimpelevich authored four books, five book
chapters, and close to forty academic articles. Prof.
Gimpelevich has co-authored one textbook and given
close to sixty presentations at professional
conferences. She translated her first English-
Language literary biography of the modern
Belarusian classic Vasil Bykat (McGill-Queen’s
University Press, 2005) and this monograph was
accepted for publication. Her latest bilingual
(Belarusian/English) monograph Belarusian Jewish
Writers of the Twentieth Century. Origin, History,
and Discourse, was released in January 2010
(Southwestern College Academic Press: Winfield,
Kansas). Dr. Gimpelevich had the privilege to
inaugurate this publishing house with this book.

M. Paula Survilla is Associate Professor of
Music at Wartburg College in Waverly, lowa where
she teaches courses in ethnomusicology, musicology,
music theory, and the humanities. She received her
Bachelor of Music (1987) from the University of
Ottawa, Canada, and her Masters of Arts: Music

(1991) and Ph.D. in Ethnomusicology in (2000) from
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. Her
research considers the interplay between popular
(rock) and traditional Belarusan music, the role of
cultural, linguistic, and generational identities, and
the impact of Western trends on the definition of
Belarusan contemporary music. Her initial research
was funded by a Fulbright-Hays Fellowship for
doctoral research abroad through which she
completed field work in the Bialystok region, Poland
and in Belarus. In 2002 she published the book Of
Mermaids and Rock Singers: Placing the Self and
Constructing the Nation Through Belarusan
Contemporary Music (New York & London:
Routledge). Dr. Survilla has published articles on
Belarusan music culture since 1989. Most recently
she contributed to "Music in Urban Belarus" for the
Garland Encyclopedia of World Music, and is
completing articles for the Encyclopedia of Popular
Music of the World and for a special issue of Popular
Music and Society on the aesthetics of language in
Belarusan rock music. She has been active in
professional conferences throughout the United
States and Canada, most recently presenting at the
2004 meeting of the AAASS in Boston.

Per Rudling (University of Alberta) teaches
modern European history at the Department of
History and Classics, University of Alberta, from
which he recently received his Ph.D. His dissertation
is a study of the Belarusian national movement in the
first third of the 20th century. Born in Karlstad,
Sweden, he received an MA in Russian from Uppsala
University in 1998, and an MA in History from San
Diego State University in 2003. His recent articles on
Belarusian topics have appeared in Sprawy
Naradowosciowe (Warsaw), Biatoruskie Zeszyty
Historyczne (Bialystok), in the volumes Nationalisms
Across the Globe, volume I: Nationalisms Today
(Peter Lang, 2009) and Europe's Last Frontier?:
Belarus, Moldova, and Ukraine between Russia and
the European Union (Palgrave, 2008).




NAVINY

North American Association for
Belarusian Studies

[layHOUHa- AM3pbIKaHCKa S
Acaupisiubis Benapycicray

WWW.BELARUSIANSTUDIES.ORG

JOIN US

PAGE 9

Complete this form, enclose your check or international money order made out to “NAABS” in US funds
(dues amounts are listed below under “Annual Dues”), and mail it to:

Curt Woolhiser
Harvard University

Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures

Barker Center 327
12 Quincy St.
Cambridge, MA 02138-3804

Use an additional sheet of paper, if needed, to complete all of the information.

Questions? Contact (by e-mail): webmaster@belarusianstudies.org

IName:

Occupation:

Title: Mrs. Miss Ms. Mr. Dr. Other

I[E-mail address:

Telephone (with country code; area code)

IFAX (with country code; area code)

IAre you a member of AAASS? Yes No (circle one)

\Annual Dues (2010 calendar year)

Membership category (select one):

Educator ($50) Student ($15)
Belarus/FSU ($5) Supporting member
($30)

Patron ($100) Other/Donation $

Mailing Address:

Employer/Address:

1. Your Areas of Interest/Research:
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2. Your publications on Belarusian topics: 3. Your other Belarus-related activities:
4. Suggestions for NAABS-sponsored S. May we include your contact information on
activities, offers to help, etc. the NAABS Web site and in publications?

Select One:  Yes No

If "yes", which ones? (Circle word to indicate the
information that we may include.)

Name Title Position Employer
Mailing Address Phone Number Fax Number
Interests about Belarusian Studies

IE-Mail Address Other

6. Other comments, questions, etc.
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NAABS Ballot: 2010-2014

Instructions: For each office, mark your
vote in the space to the left of your
selections. Candidate profiles may be
found on pages 5-8. Send in your ballot
via email to cwoolhis@fas.harvard.edu or
via postal mail to:

Dr. Curt Woolhiser

Harvard University

Dept. of Slavic Languages and Literatures
Barker Center 327, 12 Quincy St.
Cambridge, MA 02138-3804

Ballots must be received by Mar. 5, 2010.

President (vote for one)
David Marples

(write-in)

Vice President (vote for one)
Thomas E. Bird

(write-in)

Secretary-Treasurer (vote for one)
Curt Woolhiser

(write-in)

Newsletter Editor (vote for one)
Justin Rawley

(write-in)

Executive Council (vote for five)
_______Andriy Danylenko
______Alicja Boruta-Sadkowski
_____Jan Zaprudnik

______Vitaut Kipel

Ethan Burger

Zina Gimpelevich

M. Paula Survilla

Per Rudling

(write-in)

(write-in)

(write-in)
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NAABS News

NAABS Annual Business
Meeting, Boston, November 2009

The annual NAABS business meeting was held on
Saturday, November 14, 2009 at the Boston Marriott
Copley Place Hotel from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Members of the NAABS executive in attendance
were Maria Paula Survilla (President, presiding),
David Marples (Vice President), Curt Woolhiser
(Secretary-Treasurer), Thomas Bird (Executive
Council), and Zina Gimpelevich (Executive Council).

1. President’s report. Maria Paula Survilla opened the
meeting with a report on the activities of NAABS in
2009, noting in particular that NAABS had, thanks to
her petition to the AAASS Board of Directors, finally
been granted affiliate status with the AAASS as of
spring 2009. In conclusion, she thanked the other
members of the outgoing Executive for their support
and service to the association during her term as
President (2005-2009).

2. NAABS elections. Curt Woolhiser reported on
preparations for the elections of NAABS officers for
2010-2014 (originally slated for December 2009). He
noted that since a number of current officers were not
seeking re-election, it was imperative that other,
preferably non-student members, come forward as
candidates. After soliciting additional nominations,
he requested candidates submit their profiles as soon
as possible for inclusion in the next issue of the
NAABS newsletter, which was originally to have
gone out in December 2009 (note: due to the delays
in submission of candidate information, elections
were postponed until the end of January 2010).

3. International Summer School of Belarusian
Studies. Curt Woolhiser next reported on the first
International Summer School of Belarusian Studies
in Hajnowka, Poland (July 6-August 19, 2009),
sponsored by the Center for Belarusian Studies at
Southwestern College and the Belarusian Historical
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Society (Biatystok). The Summer School was
organized jointly by Dr. Woolhiser and Dr. Aleh
LatySonak (Biatystok University/Belarusian
Historical Society), with the support of J. Andrew
Sheppard, Vice President for Academic Affairs,
Southwestern College and Associate Executive
Director of the Center for Belarusian Studies. Dr.
Woolhiser, who served as Resident Director and
beginning-level Belarusian language instructor for
the program, summed up the pilot Summer School as
a resounding success (see abridged report on the
Summer School on page 21). He added that he would
soon begin planning the 2010 Summer School, and
asked NAABS members to help to publicize the
program at their home institutions (see announcement
for the 2010 Summer School on page 21).

4. Other news from the CBS. Maria Paula Survilla
reported on an international symposium, “Higher
Education and Civil Society in Belarus” held at the
Center for Belarusian Studies at Southwestern
College on October 6-7, 2009. The symposium,
chaired by Dr. Survilla, brought together leading
specialists from Belarus, the North American
Belarusian Diaspora and from the diplomatic service
for a discussion of key issues concerning the role of
higher education in advancing democracy in Belarus
(see further details on the symposium on page 1).

6. Secretary-Treasurer's Report. Curt Woolhiser
reported that as of November 12, 2009, NAABS had
a balance of $1,284.68 in its Bank of America
account (Salem, MA branch). Total revenue in 2009
(all from member dues) came to $390.00, only half
the amount of dues and gifts that had been received at
the time of the November 2008 business meeting.
Expenditures since the last business meeting in
November 2008 amounted to $477.12, including
$347.12 for the spring-summer newsletter and
$130.00 in bank service fees.

Curt stated that the association will have to be
more aggressive in collecting dues if it wishes to
maintain its current level of expeditures; one possible
solution he proposed was to introduce on-line

(continued on page 13)
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(continued from page 12)

payment of dues through PayPal, as is done for
AAASS.

Curt reminded those in attendance that the annual
dues payment for educators is now $50 per year, as
decided by the NAABS executive at the business
meeting in 2007.

7. NAABS publicity and membership. Curt pointed
out that since NAABS has been officially granted
affiliate status with the AAASS, the association can
formally sponsor panels at the AAASS conventions
and include its news in the affiliate news column in
Newsnet, the AAASS newsletter. He encouraged
NAABS officers and members to suggest items to
include in the next issue.

8. Zora Kipel prize competition. Curt reminded those
in attendance that the 2008 and 2009 competitions
had been combined due to an insufficient number of
entries, and noted that as of the revised entry
deadline of October 1, 2009, still only one book, two
articles and one student paper had been received. In
light of the still insufficient number of entries for a
successful competition, he proposed extending the
entry deadline to March 31, 2010 and redoubling
publicity efforts to ensure that additional entries for
each of the prizes are received. He also asked
NAABS members to nominate for the prizes
outstanding new publications in Belarusian studies
by other researchers (including those not based in
North America), and encouraged faculty members to
bring the student research paper competition to the
attention of their students.

9. Proposal for joint Belarusian-Ukrainian
symposium in New York. Curt informed those in
attendance that Prof. George Grabowicz, Professor
of Ukrainian Literature at Harvard University, has
proposed that NAABS co-sponsor with the
Shevchenko Scientific Society a comparative
Belarusian-Ukrainian symposium (most likely to be
held at Columbia University). He solicited ideas for
potential topics, and pledged to pursue this project
together with Prof. Grabowicz.
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10. NAABS travel grants. Dr. Woolhiser solicited
applications for travel grant applications to bring
Belarusian visitors to the U.S. and Canada to
participate in conferences and give presentations at
U.S. and Canadian universities. He noted that such
travel assistance would be particularly helpful for
younger scholars who often have less access to travel
funding from their home institutions.

11. Call for panel/roundtable proposals for 2010
AAASS annual convention. Dr. Woolhiser solicited
proposals for Belarus-themed panels or roundtables
for the 2010 AAASS convention (Los Angeles,
California, November 18-21, 2010). He reminded
those in attendance at the meeting that NAABS, as
an AAASS affiliate, is allowed to officially sponsor
one panel, and asked for suggestions for possible
topics.

12. Call for proposals for other NAABS-sponsored
events for 2010-2011. At the end of the meeting, Dr.
Woolhiser solicited suggestions for other NAABS-
sponsored events and initiatives for 2010-2011. No
additional suggestions were forthcoming.

13. Other business. Thomas Bird made a motion to
include a statement of thanks from the NAABS
officers and membership to Maria Paula Survilla for
her outstanding leadership and service to the
association during her tenure as NAABS president.
The motion was passed unanimously.

Deadline Extended: 2008-2009
Zora Kipel Memorial Prize
Competition (Books/Articles)

The North American Association for Belarusian
Studies and the family of Zora Kipel are pleased to
solicit entries for the 2008-2009 Zora Kipel
Memorial Prize competition. The prizes, $500 for
books and $200 for articles, will be awarded to the
authors of outstanding new publications in the fields
of Belarusian cultural studies, linguistics, literature,
history and politics.

(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)

Books and articles published between 2005 and
2009 in either English or Belarusian are eligible. We
particularly encourage scholars based in North
America to enter the competition (entrants need not,
however, be members of NAABS). Winners will be
selected by a panel of judges made up of NAABS
officers and members. To enter the competition,
please send a copy of your book or article to the
following address by March 31, 2010:

Dr. Curt Woolhiser

Harvard University

Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures
Barker Center 327, 12 Quincy St.

Cambridge, MA 02138-3804

Winners will be announced in September 2010.

Call for Entries: 2008-2009 Zora
Kipel Prize For Student Research
Papers in Belarusian Studies

The North American Association for Belarusian
Studies and the family of Zora Kipel are pleased to
solicit entries for the 2008-2009 Zora Kipel Prize for
outstanding research papers in Belarusian studies by
undergraduate and graduate students. Unpublished
papers at least 15 pages (double-spaced) in length,
written between 2005 and 2009 are eligible for
the 2008-2009 competition. We particularly
encourage undergraduate and graduate students from
universities and colleges in North America to enter
the competition (entrants need not, however, be
members of NAABS). Winners will be selected by a
panel of judges made up of NAABS officers and
members. To enter the competition, please send three
copies of your paper to the following address by
March 31, 2010:

Dr. Curt Woolhiser

Harvard University

Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures
Barker Center 327, 12 Quincy St.

Cambridge, MA 02138-3804
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Winners will be announced in September 2010.

NAABS Member News

We encourage all NAABS members to share
information on their recent publications, conference
papers, current research, teaching, grants and
awards, new appointments and other news that may
be of interest to our readers.

Per Rudling (University of Alberta) defended his
Ph.D. dissertation “The Battle Over Belarus: The
Rise and Fall of the Belarusian National Movement,
1906-1931” in June, 2009. His recent publications
include the following:

“The Great Patriotic War and National Identity in
Belarus” in Tomasz Kamusella and Krzysztof
Jaksutowski (eds.), Nationalisms Across the Globe,
volume I: Nationalisms Today. (Bern: Peter Lang,
2009): 199-225.

“Belarus in the Lukashenka Era: National Identity
and Relations with Russia” in Oliver Schmidtke and
Serhy Yekelchyk (eds.), Europe’s Last Frontier?:
Belarus, Moldova, and Ukraine between Russia and
the European Union. (New York and Houndmills,
UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008): 55-77.

His following articles have been accepted for
publication:

“Marginalized, Sovietized and Nationalized: The
Invisibility of the Holocaust in Belarus” in Joanna B.
Michlic and John-Paul Himka (eds.) Bringing to
Light the Dark Past: The Reception of the Holocaust
in Postcommunist Europe. Lincoln: Nebraska
University Press. (Forthcoming, 2010)

“The Extreme Right in Ukraine,” in Emmanuel
Godin, Brian Jenkins, and Andrea Mammone (eds.),
European Right-Wing Extremism: Nature, Identity,
Mobilizing Passions, volume I. New York and
Oxford: Berghahn Books. (Forthcoming, 2009)

“The Brest Fortress and its Role in the
Commemoration of World War II in Contemporary
Belarus” (with David R. Marples), Biatoruskie
Zeszyty Historyczne 32. (Forthcoming, 2009)

(continued on page 15)
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(continued from page 14)

“The Khatyn’ Massacre: A Historical Controversy
Revisited,” Journal of Genocide Research
(Forthcoming, 2009)"

Zina Gimpelevich (University of Waterloo)
recently had her bilingual (Belarusian/English)
monograph, Belarusian Jewish Writers of the
Twentieth Century: Origin, History, and Discourse,
published by Southwestern College Academic Press.
This monograph may be ordered by sending check or
money order for US$35 to: The Center for
Belarusian Studies at Southwestern College, 100
College street Winfield KS 67156. http:/
belarusiancenter.org. She also had her previously
published book, Vasil Bykaui: His Life and Works,
accepted for publication by NLO in a Russian
translation. Publication is set for early 2011.

Dr. Gimpelevich also was active in conferences,
presenting her paper, “Changing a Canon: The Image
of the Jew in Vasil Bykal’s Military Prose” at the
BASEES Conference at Fitzwilliam College in
March, speaking and presenting a paper “Childhood.
Vasilek (Detstvo, in Russian) at the ARP
Albaruthenica Rossica Polonica in Vitebsk, and
speaking at the ‘Nostalgia about the Future’
symposium at Southwestern College in October. Dr.
Gimpelevich also organized a panel “Belarus” and
presented her paper, “The Jews in V. Bykau’s Prose”
at the AAASS in November, and organized an Art
Show “Celebration: Canadian Slavists of Slavic
Origin” 22 May - 1 June, 2009 as well as Yavarovy
Ludzi (Belarusian folk group) and Duet Cantabile
(classical music) on May 24 at the Congress of the
Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social
Sciences, Carleton University, Ottawa. This
performance for close to 400 Congress delegates
became a great event and celebration of Canadian-
Belarusian arts.

Elena Gapova (Western Michigan University/
European Humanities University — Vilnius) had two
papers recently published: “Post-Soviet Academia
and Class Power: Belarusian Controversy over
Symbolic Markets,” Studies in East-European
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Thought, No.4 and “Lyubov kak revolutsia ili
nesmotrya na Gramsci Poluty Bodunovoi (Love As
Revolution, or "Gramshi Notwithstanding” of Paluta
Badunova) in Serguei Oushakin, Elena Trubina eds.,
Travma: Punkty, Moskva: Novoe Literaturnoe
Obozrenie. Their paper is focused on the life of
Paluta Badunova, a Belarusian socialist-
revolutionary ("eserka") executed in 1938.

She also reviewed Grigory loffe's book for The
Slavic Review: “Understanding Belarus and How
Western Foreign Policy Misses the Mark™. The
Slavic Review, 68 (2).

Curt Woolhiser (Harvard University)
participated in the round table “Language Policies
and the Russian Language in Belarus, Estonia/The
Baltic States, Moldova, Ukraine and Georgia Since
2000” at the 14th Annual World Convention of the
Association for the Study of Nationalities at
Columbia University in April, speaking on “‘Official
Bilingualism’ in Belarus, 2000-2009: Policies,
Practices and Public Attitudes.”

Together with Mark Lauersdorf (University of
Kentucky), Dr. Woolhiser served as guest editor for
the latest issue of Journal of Slavic Linguistics (Vol.
17, 2009), which is devoted to new research in
Slavic sociolinguistics by North American scholars.

This spring Dr. Woolhiser will be giving two
invited papers at conferences in Europe: in late
February, he will present “Drawing the Lines:
Language Ideologies, Mental Maps and the
Discursive Construction of Ethnolinguistic Borders
in Poland’s Podlasie Province” at the Center for
Advanced Studies and Education in the Western
Eurasia Border Region (European Humanities
University, Vilnius, Lithuania), and in early April he
will speak on the topic “The Russian Language in
Belarus: Can Russian Become a National Language
beyond Russia’s Borders?” at the international
conference “The Russian Language Outside the
Nation: Speakers and Identities,” sponsored by the
Russian in Context Unit at the University of
Edinburgh, Scotland.

In July-August of 2009 Dr. Woolhiser served as
Resident Director and beginning-level Belarusian
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(continued on page 16)
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language instructor for the first International Summer
School in Belarusian Studies. The program, which
was sponsored by the Center for Belarusian Studies
at Southwestern College, Kansas and the Belarusian
Historical Society (Biatystok, Poland), was held at
the Belarusian Cultural Center and Belarusian
Lyceum in the town of Hajnéwka in the Podlasie
region of northeastern Poland, an area of great natural
beauty and home to most of Poland’s ethnic
Belarusian minority. Coursework consisted of daily
intensive Belarusian language instruction (beginning,
intermediate and advanced levels), with biweekly
lectures in English and Belarusian on Belarusian
history, literature, music, contemporary politics and
society. The program also included a regional studies
component, with lectures and events focusing on the
history, culture and current status of the Belarusian
minority in Poland, as well as of the Podlasie region’s
other ethnic groups, including Poles, Jews, Tatars,
Lithuanians, and Russian Old Believers. Apart from
Dr. Woolhiser, the Summer School faculty included
instructors from Biatystok University and the
Belarusian Lyceum in Hajndéwka, as well as guest
lecturers from other universities, research institutes
and media outlets in Belarus, Poland and other EU
countries.

The Summer School program included visits to
Belarusian minority cultural organizations and media
outlets, meetings with Belarusian writers and artists,
films and concerts, as well as numerous excursions to
sites related to Belarusian culture and the other
cultures of the Podlasie region: the city of Biatystok,
the recently restored Orthodox monastery and
Museum of Icons in Suprasl, the Bialowieza
(Bietavieza) National Park (the largest and
ecologically most diverse remnant of the primeval
forests of the Northern European plain), the historic
town of Bielsk Podlaski, the Holy Mountain of
Grabarka (the most important Eastern Orthodox

pilgrimage site in Poland), the 17th century Great
Synagogue in Tykocin, the Tatar mosque in
Kruszyniany, and the Borderland Center in Sejny, a
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unique institution dedicated to preserving the rich
multicultural heritage of the Polish-Belarusian-
Lithuanian borderland region and promoting dialogue
and mutual understanding between its many ethnic
groups and cultures. In mid-July students had the
unique opportunity to attend Basovis¢a, an annual
festival of Belarusian rock music organized by the
Polish Belarusian Students’ Association in the town
of Grodek (Haradok) east of Biatystok. At the end of
the program, from August 7-21, Dr. Woolhiser
accompanied the Summer School students on a
guided tour of Belarus, including Hrodna, Stonim,
Navahrudak, Mir, Niasviz, Minsk, Polacak, Viciebsk,
Orsa, and Mahilot, and the towns of Pastavy,
ASmiany and Itje near the Lithuanian border. The
trip concluded with a Belarusian-language guided
tour of the multicultural Lithuanian capital Vilnius,
including important sites related to the history of
Belarusian culture and the modern Belarusian
national movement.

Dr. Woolhiser will be directing and teaching in the
2010 Summer School, and welcomes applications
from all interested undergraduate and graduate
students. For further information, please see the
announcement on page 21.

Dr. M. Paula Survilla (Wartburg College) has
been named the Slife Distinguished Professor in the
Humanities at Wartburg College.

Your Name (Your Organization) could have been
here! Just send a letter or email to Kern Lunde,
Naviny Newsletter Editor (contact information on
page 24), with a short description (longer if you have
really been busy!) of your activities related to Belarus
or Belarusian studies. This is a great opportunity to
share your accomplishments with the rest of the
NAABS membership.

Thanks to Our 2009 Patrons

Justin Rawley
John Stanley
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Doing Business With
Lukashenka’s Regime

Typically, one would not expect to find a “Special
Report” on Belarus in The Financial Times. In recent
years, most of the western business community has
shown limited interest in the country. It wasn’t so
long ago, that some people joked about turning the
country into an amusement park for people nostalgic
over the break-up of the Soviet Union. While politics
may have played a contributing role in this lack of
interest, it was more likely the perception that it
would be difficult, if not impossible, to undertake
profitable activities in Belarus. Concerns such as
human rights certainly have not stopped
multinational corporations (MNCs) from doing
business in China, Equatorial Guinea, Russia, Saudi
Arabia or Uzbekistan, so why should things be any
different with respect to Belarus? To McDonald’s,
Patio Pizza, the Crown Plaza and other MNCs,
Belarus represents just another market, albeit a small
one. These service providers are normally not be
deterred by non-economic factors — after all,
businesspersons, diplomats, and employees of
international organizations need places to eat and
sleep. In these difficult economic times, such
corporate decision-making is easily understandable.

Data Alone is Not Sufficient to Understand the
Belarusian Economy’s Current State and Future
Prospect

For more than a decade, Belarus has pariah status
as “Europe’s Last Dictatorship.” If Mr. Lukashenka
would never be invited to visit the world’s major
capitals and the country’s senior officials subject to
sanctions, why not sell weapons where the end users
were separatist movements or terrorist groups, hold
elections where the results are never in doubt or
squelch political opponents and criticism of the
Belarusian government? One could be happy
attending state dinners in Caracas, Moscow, Teheran,
and most recently Kyiv.

Indeed, times have changed (a bit). The
Belarusian government has made it a high priority to
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establish or strengthen its ties to the European
Union, the International Monetary Fund, and the
World Bank to lessen its international isolation. This
approach also gives the country leverage in its
relationship with its closest “friend” Russia — even if
accomplishing this change in policy requires minor
changes in the way it acts both at home and abroad.
In fact, in a significant change since the days of the
Orange Revolution, Belarus have sought to establish
cordial relations with Ukraine in recognition of the
fact that maintaining good relations can have
numerous benefits, particularly since Gazprom
pipelines on both territories must be utilized for its
natural gas to reach their principal foreign market.

Despite the shift in Belarus’ geopolitical
approach, the government remains a stalwart of
unaccountability. Belarusian Deputy Prime Minister
Andrei Kabiakou pithily explained the logic behind
his country’s new economic and foreign policies
when he remarked, “I don’t see a connection
between business reforms and politics . . . . We’ll
change when it is convenient for our society.”

Mr. Kabiakou did not feel incumbent to identify
precisely who fell under the rubric “we.” Belarus’
population may be the size of a Chinese city, but so
long as Belarus has some strategic significance and
is careful not to alienate influential foreign
businesses, Mr. Lukashenka and his principal
supporters have gained some room in which to
maneuver.

Does the Lukashenka Regime Face Tough
Choices in Sustaining Economic Growth While
Maintaining Political Control: Human Rights
Violations and Political Suppression

On November 20, 2009, the FT contained a
thorough and generally balanced analysis of
Belarus’ economy, foreign policy and politics (to the
extent that the latter can be said to exist). Jan
Cienski, the FT’s Warsaw Bureau Chief, authored
the Report. The Report recognizes that the
Belarusian economy’s ability to evolve depends on
the success of its foreign policy and its ability to
keep the domestic political scene relatively tranquil.

In the realm of international affairs, he
characterized Belarus’ “relations with Russia [as]
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(continued on page 18)
(continued from page 17)

testy and overtures to the west tentative.” On the
domestic front, Mr. Cienski does not make the
mistake of assuming that the relative “tranquility” in
Belarus can be equated with the population’s
complete support of Mr. Lukashenka, who even
admits that his supporters engaged in a degree of
falsification to ensure his re-election in 2006.

Mr. Cienski understands that Mr. Lukashenka’s
generally successful atomization of Belarusian
society means that, in most cases, he does not have to
rely on many of the more heavy-handed measures
that were required in the past. He perceptively points
out that “repression now consists mainly of the threat
of losing your job or place at the university. People
are completely dependent on the government.”

It is important not to overlook the word “mainly”;
the Belarusian government exacts various means to
quiet its opposition. For example, at election time,
demonstrations by opposition supporters frequently
are dispersed by so-called “Special Purpose Police
Forces” (i.e. OMON), plainclothesman or skinheads
acting on the government’s behalf. There are also
demonstrations in connection with certain
anniversaries such as the Chernobyl Disaster.
Individuals, who are arrested, detained and abused by
the authorities while in custody, irrespective of the
length of time or how severely they were mistreated
have no recourse. The authorities can act with
impunity and this operates as a significant deterrent
against opposition supporters.

In addition, those persons who criticize the regime
publicly or maintain unauthorized ties with Western
governments and NGOs, particularly students, are
sometimes drafted into the military. A draftee who
fails to report to the recruitment center without a
“good reason” constitutes a criminal offense.
Similarly, if individuals challenge Mr. Lukashenka’s
actions or state policies, they can face criminal
charges as well. In the absence of an independent
judiciary, such persons would place themselves in
precarious circumstances and have no genuine
recourse within Belarus.
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Mr. Cienski reports that “over production and state
aid have held off a recession, but could lead to
problems ahead.” When discussing the health of
Belarusian state-owned enterprises engaged in heavy
industry, he notes that “if the state withdrew from
these companies, they would go bankrupt.” While
Belarusian industrial products are having a difficult
time competing with the products of other countries,
it is able to export software, potash and refined crude
oil to the West.

The Role of International Investment: Does
Economic Growth Lead to Political Reform and
More Attention to Human Needs?

The World Bank ranked Belarus 58 of 183
countries with respect to ease of doing business.
Economies are ranked on their ease of doing
business, from 1 — 183, with first place being the
best. A high ranking on the ease of doing business
index means the regulatory environment is conducive
to the operation of business. This index averages the
country’s percentile rankings on 10 topics, made up
of a variety of indicators, giving equal weight to each
topic. The rankings are from the Doing Business
2010 report, covering the period June 2008 through
May 20009.

Perhaps, it is easier to do business in Belarus than
elsewhere since dictatorships can be more efficient
than democracies, but at what price? In Transparency
International’s most recent Corruption Perception
Index (CPI), it was ranked as 139 out of 180 in terms
of degree of corruption. The CPI attempts to measure
corruption on the part of governmental officials.
Even if there are fundamental methodological
problems in measuring corruption, it is difficult to
explain why Belarus is viewed as a corrupt country,
but is considered by the World Bank as being an easy
place to do business. Perhaps, Belarus is less corrupt
than other countries because Belarusian officials fear
the consequences of being accused of corruption
given the absence of the rule of law in the country, or
perhaps it is a result of the corporations’ selective
application of the concept of “global social
responsibility” that make them willing to do business
in Belarus.
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Similarly, the International Monetary Fund has
been impressed by the performance of the Belarusian

(continued on page 19)
(continued from page 18)

economy. According to Mr. Chris Jarvis, who led an
IMF mission to Minsk in November 2009 as part of
a review of Belarus’ participation in the Fund’s
Stand-By Arrangement (SBA) program, pending
approval by the IMF Executive Board, Belarus will
be eligible to receive the equivalent of
approximately $700 million in disbursements. Mr.
Jarvis stated that: “[Belarusian] Performance under
the economic program supported by the SBA has
been good. All end-September performance criteria
and structural benchmarks were met. The agreement
reached on the macroeconomic framework for 2010
would help in achieving program objectives. Prudent
fiscal and monetary policies would narrow the
current account deficit and bring inflation to single
digits. Monetary policy would continue to support
the credibility of the exchange rate regime.
Disciplined wage policy would improve Belarus’
competitiveness and prospects for economic growth,
as the global economy returns to growth. Social
policies aim at providing adequate social safety to
the most vulnerable groups of population.

It is troublesome that the IMF continues to have
tunnel vision. The world cannot be artificially
divided into economics, foreign policy and domestic
policy. All are interlinked. Belarus’ stability has been
obtained at a high human cost. Do the EU, IMF and
the World Bank want to be the facilitators of the
continuation of this process?

Apologists for Mr. Lukashenka claim the
opposition does not offer a viable alternative: they
are incapable of mounting an effective opposition,
how can they manage an economy? Of course, they
have not had the opportunity that the former
collective farm director has had to gather his troops.

Indeed, it may be true that the quality of life in
Belarus is better than in Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan,
or Uzbekistan. Nor is anyone starving in Belarus as
in other parts of the world. Perhaps the Belarusian
economy is performing better than might be
expected, but this will not last forever.
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Economists frequently emphasize that the
Belarusian economy is relatively healthy under the
circumstances due to the education level of the
population. However, one wonders if this will
continue as the population ages and brain drain
continues. Many educated Belarusians seek
employment abroad, both in the West as well as in
Russia.

The Belarusian economy cannot compete in this
age of rapid technological innovation. Mr.
Lukashenka has obtained a high degree of political
stability, but at a high human cost. The question that
the world community should ask itself is whether it
wants to provide him the tools to maintain his power.
Even if other countries and international
organizations feel that it is beneficial to cooperate
with Mr. Lukashenka as long as he is in power, he
will not always be in power and while he may have
surprised many by his endurance, he is not immortal.

Authors: E.S. Burger, Rosalia C. Gitau

This article appeared in
Belarusian Review, Vol. 21, No. 4

© 2009 Belarusian Review
All rights reserved.

NAABS Members Invited to Join
the International Association for
Belarusian Studies (IABS)

The admission of new members into the
International Association for Belarusian Studies
(IABS/MAB) is determined by written applications
presented during IABS/MAB meetings. For more
information and news, visit http://mab.org.by.

The application form is on the facing page; it can
also be downloaded at http://mab.org.by/
ankieta.html. The official address of the IABS/MAB
is:

Dept. of Philology
Belarusian State University
31 Karl Marx Street

Minsk 220050

Belarus
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BoiByuaiile 0eJ1apyCcKyr0 MOBY Y
Hoabumysi!
Study Belarusian in Poland!

Southwestern College
International Summer School of
Belarusian Studies
Hajnowka, Poland
July 7-August 6, 2010

The Center for Belarusian Studies (CBS) at
Southwestern College (Winfield, Kansas) invites
undergraduate and graduate students to participate in
its second International Summer School of
Belarusian Studies from July 7 to August 6, 2010.
The program, co-sponsored by the Poland-based
Belarusian Historical Society, will be held at the
Belarusian Cultural Center and Belarusian Lyceum in
the town of Hajnowka in the Podlasie region of
northeastern Poland, an area of great natural beauty
and home to Poland’s ethnic Belarusian minority —
an ideal setting for the study of Belarusian language,
history and culture, as well as for the study of a broad
range of issues relating to cultural diversity and
minorities policies in the expanded EU. Coursework
will include intensive Belarusian language instruction
(beginning and intermediate levels and individual
advanced-level tutorials) and lectures in English and
Belarusian on Belarusian history, literature,
contemporary politics and society. The program will
also include a regional studies component, with
lectures and events focusing on the history, culture
and current status of the Belarusian minority in
Poland, as well as of the Podlasie region’s other
ethnic groups, including Poles, Jews, Tatars,
Lithuanians, and Russian Old Believers.

The Summer School faculty will include
instructors from Biatystok University and the
Belarusian Lyceum in Hajnowka, as well as visiting
instructors from a number of Belarusian universities.
Additional guest lectures on Belarusian history,
politics and culture will be given by visiting
researchers from Europe and North America.
Participants will have a choice of accommodations at
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the Belarusian Cultural Center, or homestays with
Belarusian-speaking families in Hajnowka.

Coursework will be supplemented by a rich and
diverse cultural program, including visits to
Belarusian minority cultural organizations and media
outlets, meetings with Belarusian writers and artists,
films, concerts, and excursions to important sites
related to Belarusian culture and the other cultures of
the Podlasie region: the city of Bialystok, the recently
restored Orthodox monastery and Museum of Icons
in Suprasl, the Biatowieza (Bietavieza) National Park
(the largest and ecologically most diverse remnant of
the primeval forests of the Northern European plain),
the historic town of Bielsk Podlaski, the Holy
Mountain of Grabarka (the most important Eastern
Orthodox pilgrimage site in Poland), the 17th century
Great Synagogue in Tykocin, the Tatar mosque in
Kruszyniany, and the Borderland Center in Sejny, a
unique institution dedicated to preserving the rich
multicultural heritage of the borderland region and
promoting dialogue and mutual understanding among
its ethnic groups and cultures. In mid-July students
will also have the opportunity to attend Basovisca,
the annual festival of Belarusian rock music
organized by the Belarusian Students’ Association in
Grodek (Haradok), east of Biatystok. At the end of
the program, from August 7-21, students will have
the option of traveling to Belarus on a guided tour
including Hrodna, Stonim, Navahrudak, Mir, Niasviz,
Minsk, Potack, Viciebsk, Mahiloti, Pinsk and Brest.
The trip will end with a visit to the Lithuanian capital
Vilnius, including important sites related to the
history of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the
modern Belarusian national movement.

The program cost, including tuition, room, board,
cultural program and excursions is $3,000 (the cost of
the optional Belarus tour at the end of the program
will be announced as details become available).
Financial aid from the CBS will be available.

For more information and application materials,
please contact the program director: Dr. Curt
Woolhiser, Harvard University, Department of Slavic
Languages and Literatures, Barker Center 327, 12
Quincy St., Cambridge MA 02138-3804; e-mail:
cwoolhis@fas.harvard.edu; tel. (617) 495-3528. The
deadline for all applications is April 30, 2010.
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A Selection of Belarusian Poetry

Y3HSCEHHE HIATAJIA
Mixacs Cko01a

Mapk Illaran namipay y midire.
be3 paji3iMbl Ha cTapaciib TOJI.
dapbapana niduépma i

1 raprasa 4acorric MoJ.

Be3 panziMel. 3 kaBaikam xieba

3 kneTkanTymkail. bes xaypyxa.
KHomky 3 Haamicam nmpocTeIM “Heba
HaI[iCKaJIa 5r0 pyKa.

ER]

MansBay €H He ¥ Ba3e joTaib
1 HE BYJIIUHYO JIFO0OY,

€H By4bly YajaBelTBa JIETAIlb,
3 PYK IyCKaro4bl, sIK Taimy0oy!

Ha 3sMi1i—aiHbI KapaHIliHBbI,
MBITHI YCIOZIBI, 1 HE TIpaci,
Ka0 BSIPHYJI AT0 KapIliHbI.

I kapuine—Ha HebsCl,

n3e npadecapam 3 TOOPBIM CTaXxKaM,
pacxiHaroubl 0elib abJIoK,

Mueunbim [nsxam, sk Dpmitaxkawm,
3amymeHHa npaxo/3ins bor.

Mapk Illaran ag4ayBay, KbIBbI 143,
kaji it Habipay pas3roH,

3 IIaXThI BHIPBAYCS HA raphlinya,
TpocaM CIEOHYTHI Hay3aroH!

3axJIBIHAIOUBICS BSITpaMi,

y Osi3BasKKacti it masic.
Sro crosbki pa3oy BIpTaii
3 magHs0eccs Ha caMbl Hi3!

Pacubrninics cami 13Bepiibl,
ey 0osi3Ha YCle | CTymiib—
He nacrneni aHénbsl cMepli
Ty TPIIIHYO MaXariIlb.

Mapk Illaran He nacrney nmamepii.
bor arnenzey ycé sk cnen

1 cka3ay, HIOBI 3amaBer,

ka0 Ha BilleOCKIM Ha MajbOepIiie
Mapk 3mMacTausly sT0 napTpaT!

1992

ASCENSION OF CHAGALL
Mihas’ Skobla

In the elevator Marc Chagall was dying.
Without his country, at an old age.

The elevator girl was sighing,

Perusing a magazine of fashion’s rage.

Without his country, with a crust of bread.
With a caged bird. Without the swallows.
Pressing the button that simply read
“Heaven”—just to see what follows.

Neither marigolds in a vase did he paint
nor vulgar love did he depict,

he taught humanity to fly so quaint
releasing them like doves he picked.

One big quarantine is our world
customs checks throughout

don’t ask for his art to be unfurled
his paintings are in Heaven no doubt,

where like a professor of note

parting the white clouds

by the Milky Way afloat

God is pensive and far from the crowds.

Marc Chagall felt while still alive
the elevator racing, escaping its
shaft and into the attic dive
spurred by its cable in bits!

Stalled by winds, suspended

was the elevator in weightlessness
ascended and descended

from near Heaven to the ness!

The doors opened wide,

the body trembling in such fear

the Angels of Death eyed

the sinful soul without getting near.

Yet Marc Chagall had not died

For God saw the situation and

as if by Commandment He’d decide
for Marc to create by his own hand
in Vitebsk God’s portrait with pride.

1992

Mihas’ Skobla, the acclaimed contemporary Belarusian poet, was born in 1966. He has compiled numerous Belarusian
poetry anthologies, and has poems on the Sluck Uprising, love, nature, war, and on the Belarusian crest “Pahonia” and the
currently “retired” white-red-white banner of Belarus. Some of his published books of poetry are Ve¢ny Znic¢ [Eternal
Sacred Fire] (1990); Vocy Savy [Owl’s Eyes] (1994); NaSesce Potiny [Invasion of the Full Moon] (2001); and others.

Translation from Belarusian © 2009 Thar Kazak
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Calendar of Events

2010

March 20. 33rd Annual Meeting of the Mid-Atlantic
Slavic Conference, Swarthmore College,
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. For more information,
contact Dr. Mary Theis by email at
theis@kutztown.edu.

March 25-27. 48th Annual Meeting of the Southern
Conference on Slavic Studies (SCSS) , University of
Florida, Gainesville. For more information, visit

www.languages.ufl.edu/events/2010-slavic.

March 27-29. Annual Conference of BASEES
(British Association of Slavonic and East European
Studies), Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge. For more
information, visit http://www.basees.org.uk/
conference.shtml.

April 13. The 33rd GLOW (General Linguistics in
the Old World) Colloquium, Wroclaw University,
Poland, Slavic Syntax and Semantics Workshop.
Visit http://www.ifa.uni.wroc.pl/~glow33/ for more
information.

April 14-17. 52nd Annual Conference of the
Western Association for Slavic Studies (WASS),
Western Social Science Association (WSSA), Reno,
Nevada. Visit http://wssa.asu.edu/conferences/ for
more information.

April 15-17. 15" Annual World Convention of the
Association for the Study of Nationalities (ASN),
International Affairs Building, Columbia University,
New York. Visit http://www.nationalities.org for
details.

April 15-17. 2010 Kentucky Foreign Language
Conference, University of Kentucky, Lexington. For
more information, visit http://web.as.uky.edu/kflc/.

April 23-25. 19" Annual Formal Approaches to
Slavic Linguistics (FASL-19), University of
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Maryland. Visit http://ling.umd.edu/fasl19/ for more
details.

May 20-21. 5th Congress for Belarusian Studies,
Minsk. For more information, send an email to
kanhres@gmail.com

May 28-30. Canadian Association of Slavists Annual
General Meeting, Concordia University, Montreal,
Quebec. For more information, visit http://
www.ualberta.ca/~csp/cas/conference.html.

October 9-11. Tenth Annual Conference of the
Slavic Cognitive Linguistics Association, Brown
University. For more information, visit http://

languages.uchicago.edu/scla.

October 29-31. Fifth Annual Meeting of the Slavic
Linguistics Society, University of Chicago. For more

information, visit http://www.sls.utexas.org/
slsinfo.htm#futuremeetings.

November 18-21. 42nd National Convention of the
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic
Studies, Los Angeles. Visit http://
www.fas.harvard.edu/~aaass/convention/
futureconventions.html for more information.

2011

January 6-9. Annual Convention of the Modern
Language Association and the American Association
of Teachers of Slavic and East European Languages,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Visit http:/
www.mla.org/convention and http://aatseel.org/
program/ respectively for more information.

Are you aware of any events that may be of
interest to the membership of NAABS? If so, please
provide that information to the Newsletter Editor
(contact information on page 24) and/or the NAABS
Webmaster (contact information at http://
www.belarusianstudies.org/, click on ‘Contact Us’
link).
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NAVINY Editorial
Policies

NAVINY is published
twice yearly, in the spring
and in the autumn. Members
are encouraged to contribute
materials relevant to the field
of Belarusian studies. Non-
scholarly materials may be
published at the discretion of
the newsletter editor and
NAABS executive. Deadlines
for submission are March 15
for the Spring issue and
August 15 for the Autumn
issue. Items to be included
should be sent by e-mail
attachment to the Naviny
editor, Kern Lunde,
kdlunde@mac.com Please
contact the editor for more
detailed information on
formatting and fonts.

Languages of publication
are English and Belarusian
(provision may also be made
for contributions in Russian,
Polish and Ukrainian).
Belarusian names and terms
in English-language texts
should be rendered in
Belarusian facinka or using
the Library of Congress
transliteration.

|
NAABS, Inc.

EIN 20-4343905
|

www.belarusianstudies.org
|
NAVINY

8050 S. Victor Pike
Bloomington, IN 47403

NAVINY
NAABS Membership Information

Membership in the North American Association for Belarusian Studies
is open to all individuals and institutions in North America and abroad
who share the goals of NAABS and are engaged in research or study
concerning any aspect of Belarusian studies. Annual dues are $50 for
educators, $15 for students. Dues for academic and non-academic
members from Belarus and the FSU are $5. Dues for institutions are $50.

In addition, two types of non-academic membership are available:
supporting ($30); and patron ($100) (patrons will be listed in each issue of
NAVINY).

Upon completion of a membership application and dues payment, one
is eligible to:

* Vote in NAABS elections

* Serve as NAABS officers

* Receive NAABS publications

* Serve as NAABS delegates at the International Congress of
Belarusianists and at other conferences

Receive NAABS grants to help defray the costs of presenting papers
on Belarusian topics at professional gatherings

Membership dues and donations shall be used to:

* Cover printing and mailing costs for the NAABS newsletter

Cover fees required for the NAABS Web site and any related activities
(e.g., domain name registration, Web server fee, etc.)

Help fund scholarly publications sponsored by NAABS

Provide funds for travel grants

Help cover the costs of visits to North America by Belarusian
scholars, writers, cultural and political figures

Contribute to a fund for a book prize in Belarusian studies
Contribute to a scholarship fund for students in Belarusian studies

Complete and mail in the membership application form (pages 9-10)
with appropriate payment in US dollars. The membership application
form is also available at www.belarusianstudies.org.

NAABS Mission Statement

NAABS is a non-profit scholarly organization which seeks to
promote research, study, and teaching of Belarusian studies,
including the fields of history, language and linguistics, literature and
the arts, cultural studies, sociology, anthropology and ethnography,
political science, economics, and international relations. To achieve
these goals, and to foster the exchange of information among
scholars, the Association will publish a biannual newsletter, sponsor
or co-sponsor panels and roundtables at regional, national, and
international conferences in the U.S. and Canada, organize
conferences and symposia, and support the publication of research by
North American Belarusianists.
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